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OZE Rod
Shop and Joe

Iacono Team Up
on a Hardtop

THE OZE BODY TAKES
EVERYTHING GOOD
ABOUT THE BASIC
’37 FORD DESIGN
AND EXAGGERATES
THOSE LINES FOR A
FUTURISTIC-LOOKING
’37 FORD. THE
SUPER-LOW STANCE
IS FROM AIR RIDE
TECHNOLOGIES.
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A CUSTOM BREATHER
BY WALTER PROSPER
TOPS THE SINGLE 
FOUR-BARREL, AND THE
DUAL-SNORKEL TUBES
BREATHE THROUGH
K&N FILTERS. UNDER
THE BREATHER IS A
STOCK ZZ4 CRATE
MOTOR.
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As we’ve mentionedbefore, the ’37

Ford seems to lend itself to radical

restyling more than most early cars. In

fact, we can’t think of any ’30s car that

has been produced in phantom forms

more than the ’37 Ford. This is particu-

larly interesting because street rodders

shunned the design for so long. But when

they finally discovered the strong design

elements that Edsel Ford put on this car,

the floodgates opened wide.

Actually, when you look at the basic

design of the ’37 Ford, it’s little wonder

that the car has endured so many mod-

ern interpretations. The swept-back, thin-

bar grille dominates the front of the car,

and when Ford decided to eliminate inde-

pendent headlights, it did it with a flare

that provided a streamlined look that was

sleek and timeless. Add high-crowned

front fenders that add a dynamic and

wide look to the car and you can see that

these shapes are a designer’s dream for

modern interpretation.

Enter Reno and Stevens Gagnon of

OZE Rod Shop in St-Benoit, Canada

(phone 418/227-3144, www.ozerod-

shop.net), a father-and-son team who

now produce a whole line of redesigned

’37 Ford-based bodies that range from a

roadster pickup to a three-window

coupe and everything in between. The

next player in this saga is Mike Soto of

Modesto, California. By day, Soto is a

structural engineer, but nights and week-

ends are reserved for hot rodding. The

third member of the construction team is

designer extraordinaire Joe Iacono and

his company, Iacono Design Group

(925/202-9595, www.joeiacono.com),

who would team up with Taylor’s

Custom Street Rods (877/569-2 151,

www.taylorscustomstreetrods.com) to

build the car. With the players in place, it

was time to begin on one very dynamic

’37 Ford project.

As it turns out, OZE Rod Shop was

working on a brand-new design that the

shop coined the “Slam Back,” and since

Soto has an eye for the mod-rod look of

today, he decided the ’37-Ford-derivative

two-door hardtop sedan would be per-

fect for the Soto family. There would be

plenty of style and ample room for him-

self and his wife, Tammy, and 5-year-old

son Dylan. 

Maybe it’s the structural-engineer side

that told Soto to start with a great foun-

dation, and to that end he ordered the

first Slam Back body to be produced by

OZE Rod Shop and decided to order one

of OZE’s chassis, too. However, Soto

also knew it would take a great team to

design and execute a world-class street

rod, and that’s where Iacono and

Taylor’s Custom Street Rods of

Hamilton, Ohio, came in. The OZE body

and chassis were delivered to the Taylor

shop and the Iacono renderings were

approved by Soto and then sent directly

to Taylor’s Custom Street Rods, where

the father-and-son team of Tim and Brad

Taylor began to work their magic on the

car. 

As work on the car began, other

things began arriving at the shop, such as

a nice new ZZ4 and a brand-new 700R4

transmission. With all the parts in house,

fabrication and assembly began. The

front suspension is your basic Mustang II

design, with Air Ride Technologies

ShockWaves controlling ride height.

Wilwood disc brakes mount to the

Mustang II-style spindles, and the ididit

steering column connects to the rack-and-

pinion below. Rear suspension consists of

a 9-inch Ford rear axle, while Air Ride

Technologies shocks and airbags put the

’37 right where it belongs, slammed on

the ground.

The ZZ4 engine and 700R4 combina-

tion received extensive detailing before

being bolted into the chassis. A polished

Edelbrock intake is topped off with a

Walter Prosper custom dual-snorkel air

intake. DynoMax headers/mufflers help

the engine breathe and also clear the

tight confines of the chassis. 

The body on this car was the first one

out of the OZE Rod Shop mold, and

most of the unique features were

designed into the car. Of course, Henry

never built a Tudor, slant-back, hardtop,

one-piece-windshield ’37 Ford, so this is

truly a completely modern interpretation

of the ever-popular ’37 Ford. To that

end, the fenders have been raised dra-

matically, almost reaching the hood line,

and the centerline of the fenders has

been sharpened and exaggerated. One of

the Iacono touches was the addition of

Mini Cooper headlights to the large, low

fenders. While the lights may be called

Minis, there is nothing mini about them.

Once again, the basic effect is that of an

exaggerated ’37 Ford headlight, and the

large chrome bezels add drama to the

car.

When all of the body mods were

completed, Taylor’s Custom Street Rods

applied the House of Kolor two-tone

Tangelo and Sunrise Pearl paint. The

graphics were laid out by Steve Lainhart,

completing a complex paint scheme. 

Inside the car, leather in parchment

and bone was stretched over the seats by

Rick David of Vintage Auto Trim in

Cincinnati. The front seats are from a

Fiero, while the rear seat is a completely

custom-fabricated affair. A Vintage Air

unit was mounted under the dash and a

THE EXTENDED
FRONT FENDERS
BRING THE BODY
PANELS DOWN
EVEN WITH THE
BOTTOM OF THE
GRILLE, AND THEN
A DROP IN AIR
PRESSURE PUTS 
IT ALL ON THE 

PAVEMENT.

LOW-MOUNTED
MINI COOPER
HEADLIGHTS ARE
THE MAJOR
STYLING FEATURE
OF THE FRONT
END; CUSTOM
MOUNTING PODS
ON THE FENDERS
MAKE IT ALL FLOW
BEAUTIFULLY.
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RAZOR-THIN, FLUSH-MOUNTED
TAILLIGHTS ARE FOUND IN EACH
FENDER, WHILE A LARGE THIRD
BRAKE LIGHT IN THE TOP OF THE
REAR WINDOW ALERTS
MOTORISTS BEHIND THE BRIGHT
ORANGE CAR. NOTE THE PARCH-
MENT PINSTRIPING THAT IS
INTEGRATED WITH THE IACONO-
STYLED FLAMES ON THE CAR.
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Billet Specialties steering wheel tops off

the ididit polished-aluminum steering col-

umn. A Pioneer stereo provides the

tunes while Auto Meter gauges monitor

the vital signs of the ZZ4 under the

hood.

It took a mere eight months to take

this car from concept to reality, and it

was completed just in time to debut at

the 2005 SEMA Show in Las Vegas. As it

turns out, it wasn’t really too hard for us

to find the car at the SEMA Show, since it

was one of the feature cars parked in

front of the Buckaroo Big Rig right out-

side the front door of the convention

center. Later, Jose Carlos Fajardo of

Iacono Design took the stunning orange

car to Palm Event Center in Pleasanton,

California, for the photo shoot. With the

SEMA Show complete, Soto is looking

forward to enjoying the upcoming rod

run season in his phantom ’37 Tudor. SRB

THE FLAT-BACK
SEDAN IS FLANKED
BY BULBOUS 
FENDERS, WITH THE
TRADEMARK 
CENTER PEAK OF
THE ORIGINAL FORD
SHARPENED FOR
EFFECT. 

continues
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1) Here’s the original rendering by Joe Iacono,

calling out the subtle two-tone paint and the

tasteful flames done in a parchment color.

PHANTOM BY DESIGN

2) The body was painted on a rotisserie, and

the bottom side is finished to the same exact

standards as the rest of the body.

3) The body is painted a subtle two-tone

orange that can only be detected in certain

light.

4) Large pods were molded into the front 

fenders to accommodate the modern Mini

Cooper headlights.

5) Sometimes good things come in big pack-

ages, like this brand-new ZZ4 crate motor.

6) Happiness is unwrapping a brand-new Chevy

engine.

7) All of the suspension components were

treated to the same House of Kolor paint at

Taylor’s Custom Street Rods.

8) The finish-painted body is rolled out into

Taylor’s shop, where it will soon be reunited

with the chassis.

9) The chassis is mounted to a simple 

rotisserie made of two engine stands. The 

finished primer is sanded and ready for paint.

10) The network of center tubes makes this a

stout chassis. Note the incorporation of a 

driveshaft look in the chassis—this is a good

idea on any street rod.

11) That’s a brand-new 700R4 trans now cov-

ered in Tangelo Pearl, while the polished stain-

less steel front suspension awaits assembly.

12) Complete detailing of the ZZ4 includes

matching body color on the block but leaving

those aluminum heads unpainted. Street &

Performance products will provide the final

flash.

BBuuiilldduupp

continues
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13) A triangulated four-link system locates the

rear axle; the OZE Rod Shop chassis is a 

quality piece. 

PHANTOM BY DESIGN

14) The big brown truck just keeps coming.

Here, the Billet Specialties wheels and tires

have arrived.

15) The chassis is fully assembled and painted.

Next comes the ZZ4 motor and 700R4 trans.

16) The body is carefully placed on the lift, and

then the finished chassis is rolled under the

body.

17) A major step is completed; the body is 

successfully mounted to the chassis without

scratching the paint!

18) After the flames were applied, it’s time for

several more coats of clear.

19) All plumbing on the chassis is held in place

with billet clamps, including the brake lines

and air lines to the suspension.

20) The engine and transmission have been

joined and the accessories are on the ZZ4

motor as it is readied for installation.

21) The dashboard is removable from the body,

so after cutting the holes for the Auto Meter

gauges and Vintage Air unit, it was brought

into the paint booth.

22) The fenders and running boards patiently

wait their turn to be rejoined with the body.

23) Razor-thin taillights are found on each rear

fender. A third brake light supplements the rear

lighting.

24) Late nights were spent getting the car

ready for SEMA. Here, the grille and hood have

been fitted and the wiring has been installed.

BBuuiilldduupp

continues
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25) With the rear fenders in place, the fine

lines of the car are coming together.

PHANTOM BY DESIGN

26) The car’s aggressive stance is apparent

even without the front fenders in place.

27) It is obvious from the control-arm angles

that the car has no air in the suspension yet,

but it is definitely on the ground.

28) With all the Street & Performance goodies

in place, the ZZ4 looks right at home under the

hood. A polished Edelbrock intake and carb

feed the 350-inch engine.

29) Wood was ’glassed into the roof area to

help support the headliner.

30) Likewise, more wood was added around

the rear window for the headliner to fasten to.

31) The seats and console are covered and

waiting for the final installation.

32) The back seat and door panels are all 

custom-fabricated pieces.

33) A third brake light is mounted inside the

top of the rear window; it blends in well but

provides safety, too.

34) The headliner bows have been fabricated

and the sound deadener is in place. Next

comes the headliner.

35) Finally the interior is finished and the car is

ready to head west to Las Vegas.

36) The car arrived just in time to be displayed

in the Buckaroo Communications outside 

display area...it was a great addition to our

SEMA Show area.

BBuuiilldduupp

SRB




